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Peacocks going international…So do our lecturers at 
Upper Iowa University! They are going global too. This 
issue we are zooming in to Assistant Professor of Busi-
ness Administration – Mr. Randy Thomas. He taught 
Upper Iowa University in Hong Kong as part of Dr. 
Frazier’s vision to make the world a flatter place.
 Thomas has taught at UIU for seven years, 
spending his first five years teaching as an adjunct 
professor while working at John Deere as a General 

Manager, a year in the 
Waterloo center and then 
departed to Hong Kong, 
China before teaching in 
Fayette. Encouraged by Dr. 
DeWayne Frazier, Senior 
Vice President of Interna-
tional Programs, within 

three days after his final summer class at UIU Waterloo 
center Thomas left to teach in Hong Kong. After a quick 
adjustment to the 13 hours time change, he began his “8 
week Lecturer’s Exchange Program”. Prof. Thomas, a 
CPA, taught both Accounting Principles 1&2 in the UIU 
Hong Kong Center.
 When asked, Thomas listed out his three main 
concerns before leaving for Hong Kong, mainly the 
FOOD, LANGUAGE and finally the crowded city. He 
was initially shocked moving from a 125,000 population 
in Waterloo/Cedar Falls to a 7 million population in 
Hong Kong. After getting there, he was amazed by the 
smooth transportation from a fantastic subway system 
to a nostalgic double-decker mini train run by electric-
ity which was operated 
for over 100 years during 
the British ruling. 
Pedestrians can be seen 
everywhere moving 
quickly in this packed 
city.
 Thomas’s next 
concern was the language. Moving to a totally unfamil-
iar place, he was glad that English seems to be the 
second language in Hong Kong. Many tourist attrac-
tions use English, including bilingual road signs and 
menus. All students and staff in UIU Hong Kong speak 
measurably good English, and he found it not a barrier 
at all communicating with them.
 His final concern is the Food. This probably has 

been every traveler’s main 
concern. Thomas likes 
Chinese restaurants in the 
US, but him eating Chinese 
everyday might have been a 
little problem. Soon he 
learned to adapt well to the 
healthy Chinese diet consuming more fish, vegetable 
and fruits. Even his most memorable experience in 
Hong Kong revolved around food, which is sharing 
lunch with the Peacocks back in Hong Kong trusting 
them enough to eat what they ordered. Occasionally, he 
just had to ask what it was! (he was once asked to try 
cow intestine a local delicacy)
 In class, he was expecting to encounter many 
differences between Asian and American learners as he 
was told that Asian learners will be accustomed to 
listening to lecturers and less interacting with the 
instructor, opposed to the teaching mode of Thomas 
where class involvement is very much important. 
Taking the step further, he initiated the class by walking 
around in class and soon enough the students opened up 

and started to interact. During 
his teaching, Thomas found 
out that the students were very 
aware of the importance of a 
degree in their future. Fifty 
percent of the students in class 
were part-timers. It is chal-

lenging for them to be in class on time due to their 
working hours, so they often rush to class after work. 
 When asked if he would consider another 
international teaching assignment, without hesitation, 
he agreed. He believed that things are much more alike 
than different on the other side of the world. A small 
piece of advice given to all faculty members considering 
to teach abroad is not to pass up the opportunity!
 The UIU Office of International Programs is 
successfully moving a step at a time making the world a 
flatter place by facilitating opportunities for students 
and faculty members to study and teach at different 
UIU centers around the world.
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